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BY  THE  HOUSE  OF  DELEGATES, 

May  21st,   1852. 
Read  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


REPORT 


OF     THE 


SELECT  COMMITTEE 


ON     THE 


HOUSE  OF  EEFUGE. 


REPORT. 


The  select  Committee  to  which  was  recommitted  the  bill  relative 
to  the  House  of  Refuge,  having  had  the  same  under  consideration 
as  also  that  portion  of  the  Message  of  the  Executive,  relatino- 
thereto,  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  : 

If  there  be  one  cause  which  more  than  another  should  excite 
the  sympathies  and  care  of  those  who  seek  to  promote  the  public 
welfare,  it  is  that  of  the  unfortunate,  the  friendless,  the  uncared 
for  youth  of  our  State.  It  is  vain  to  boast  of  the  intelligence  and 
virtue  of  ourpoeple,  and  their  capacity  to  perform  their  duty  to 
the  Government,  when  the  moral  and  mental  training  of  so  lam^e 
a  portion  of  our  population  remains  totally  unprovided  for,  and 
their  career  in  the  course  of  crime  remains  unchecked — when 
hundreds  of  children,  boys  and  girls,  wander  in  the  paths  of 
vice,  alidthrough  beggary,  theft  and  personal  desecration,  gather 
together  merely  sufficient  to  enable  them  to  provide  the  means  of 
spending  their  time  in  dissipation  and  revelrj\  When  we  look 
through  our  State,  what  do  we  nov^  witness  in  relation  to  this 
large  and  fearfully  increasing  class  of  offenders  ?  Many  are  sent  to 
our  prisons,  and  there  associate  with  the  old  and  hardened  convict, 
and  soon  learning  the  mysteries  of  a  life  of  infamy,  from  those 
whose  years  are  steeped  in  guilt;  they  become  the  murderers  and 
burglars  of  our  land-  or  if  perchance  their  tender  age  awake  a 
sympathy  in  the  minds  of  fi  jur}-;  or,  as  is  often  the  case,  the  suf- 
ferer by  their  depredations,  through  a  false  charity,  interpf)ses  be- 
tween the  offender  and  the  law,  in  hope  of  a  future  reformation, 
they  are  permitted  to  go  unpunished,  and  the  designs  of  the  law 
be  thwarted;  we  in  a  few  years  are  called  upon  to  record  the 
feats  of  the  daring  robber,  and  the  successful  efforts  of  the  midnio-ht 
incendiary. 

States,  like  individuals,  are  responsible  in  the  eyes  of  God  for 
their  actions.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  State  to  foster  and  encourai^e 
virtue,  and  to  protect  her  offspring.  Although  the  parent  is  en- 
joined by  divine  precept  to  ''train  up  a  child  in  the  way  he  should 
go,"  it  is  no  less  true  that  when  the  parental  obligation  is  avoided 
by  those  in  whose  hands  God  has  entrusted  their  offspring,  the 
government  should  endeavor  to  reclaim  the  child  from  misery, 
rather  than  permit  him  to  pursue  a  life   of  degradation,  and 


eventually  fill  a  felon's  cell,  or  expiate  an  offence  against  her  laws 
by  an  ignominious  death.  The  greatest  clangers  to  liberty  are  of 
imperceptible  growth.  The  freedom  of  States  has  been  lost 
more  frequently  by  dangers  of  slow  and  insidious  character,  than 
by  conquest;  and  among  the  many  causes  conspiring  to  break 
down  the  barriers  of  liberty,  there  is  recorded  in  history  no  one 
more  potential  than  the  workmgs  of  a  depraved  and  ignorant 
population;  and  therefore  it  is  the  duty  of  all  well  conducted 
governments  to  guard  against  such  evils  before  they  become  irre- 
mediable and  beyond  control. 

The  State  of  Maryland,  year  after  year,  spends  thousands  be- 
yond the  outlay,  originally  made,  and  the  annual  payment  of 
interest  in  supporting  an  establishment  designed  for  the  cor- 
rection and  restoration  of  those  who  commit  crime  within 
her  borders;  and  it  is  a  duty  \vhi:h  she  owes  her  citizens,  even 
as  a  means  of  economy,  to  lessen  those  payments  by  providing 
in  time  against  the  increase  of  crime  in  our  midst,  by  taking 
the  youthful  offender  under  the  care  of  her  protecting  wings, 
ere  a  fondness  for  depravity  becomes  too  deeply  imnlanied 
in  his  breast,  and  he  be  forever  lost  to  the  ties  of  society. 
Spare  from  the  Treasury,  for  a  few  years  only,  an  amount 
equal  to  that  annually  appropriated  to  the  State  Penitentiary,  and 
the  burdens  of  that  institution  will  soon  cea^'e  to  be  felt,  and  its 
support  will  no  longer  be  a  tax  upon  the  community.  According 
to  the  last  report  of  the  Directors  of  the  Maryland  Penitentiary, 
fifty-seven  of  the  prisoners  now  confined  wnthin  its  walls,  or  more 
than  one-fifth  of  the  whole  number,  were  convicted  when  under 
twenty  years  of  age,  ana  three  of  that  number  even  under  fifteen, 
while  the  astounding  number  of  one  hundred  and  twenty- three, 
or  nearly  one-half  were  left  orphans  at  an  early  age. 

The  city  of  Baltimore  has  already  contributed  in  her  corporate 
capacity,  twenty  thousand  dollars  to  this  noble  charity,  whose 
claims  we  advocate;  and  her  citizens  by  individual  subscriptions, 
twenty-two  thousand  dollars  more,  making  in  all  forty-two  thou- 
sand dollars;  and  yet  the  State,  which  appoints  one-third  of  the 
Managers,  and  to  which  the  House  of  Refuge  stands  related  as 
apart  of  her  criminal  system — the  State,  in  whose  name,  and  in 
that  of  whose  benevolent  and  good  citizens,  her  Chief  Executive 
laid  the  corner  stone,  and  dedicated  the  building  on  behalf  of  her 
young;  breathing  on  that  holy  occasion  the  fervent  prayer  that  he 
sincerely  and  confidently  hoped  that  it  would  receive  the  en- 
couraging bounty  of  the  State — the  Government  which  has  in- 
vested millions  for  the  encouragement  of  trade,  and  spent  millions 
more  in  unsuccessful  projects,  has  refused  to  contribute  thus  far, 
one  cent  towards  this  benevolent  institution,  and  cannot  plead  her 
poverty  as  a  paliation  for  her  refusal,  while  her  coffers  are  filled 
with  plenty  and  prosperity,  and  wealth  abound  in  her  borders. 

The   Committee  recommend  a  small   appropriation,  much  U'ss 


than,  in  view  of  the  present  position  and  prospects  of  the  State, 
ought  to  be  appropriated  for  the  purpose;  and  they  hope  that  the 
liberality  so  ofien  exercised  on  former  occasions,  wiil  not  be  with- 
held from  the  present  undertaking — the  last  hope  of  the  father- 
less, and  of  the  hundreds  wlio,  knowing  of  no  kind  fiiend  to  guide 
them,  now  lead  a  life  ot  abandonment  and  shame.  For  thirty- 
eight  years,  the  "House  of  Refuge"  has  been  in  contemplation, 
and  now  that  the  attainment  of  the  long  cherished  design  is  with- 
in our  grasp,  let  us  hope  that  our  efforts  at  success  will  not  be  in 
vain. 

JNIany  a  friendless  child  now  depending  on  the  cold  charities  of 
the  world — many  a  wandering  outcast  from  the  pales  of  society — 
many  a  tender  bud  just  opening  into  life,  with  a  parent's  evil  ex- 
ample encouraging  to  crime,  will  then  have  cause  to  rejoice — and 
the  heart  of  many  a  fond  mother,  whose  wayward  daughter  tremb- 
ling on  the  brink  of  ruin,  shall  have  been  reclaimed  from  the 
paths  of  vice,  and  trained  by  the  Refuge  to  habits  of  virtue  and 
industry,  and  once  more  restored  as  an  ornament  to  society,  will 
leap  with  joy  at  the  fostering  care  and  aid  granted  by  the  State. 
It  is  for  those  we  plead  ;  and  may  the  God  of  the  poor  and  desti- 
tute hear  our  prayer,  and  guide  the  hearts  ot  those  on  whom  the 
responsibility  rests,  to  incline  a  willing  ear  and  lend  a  helping 
hand  to  this  benevolent  enterprise. 

WM.  A.  STEWART,  Chairman. 


